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was of the opinion that he should hold a defensive position to
cover Constantinople and await the enemy; but the Sultan's
order set the commander's strategy at naught. The famous
Battle of Konieh was fought on 19 December 1832, and once
more the destruction of the Turks was complete. The road to
Constantinople now lay open before Ibrahim.

The decisive battle of Konieh brought the Sultan to his
knees. He was now bound to humble his pride and ask for
peace from Mohammed Ali, and for assistance from Russia,
his two most inveterate enemies. The Porte sent an envoy to
negotiate for peace with Mohammed Ali, and in January 1833
General MuravieflE, the Czar's envoy, landed at Alexandria to
overawe Mohammed Ali with the wrath of Nicholas I if he
refused the terms of peace offered by the Sultan.

Though struck with gloom and apprehension at the ijiter-
ference of Russia, Mohammed Ali, who was an assiduous
student of European policy, politely refused the Sultan's
terms; but to oblige the Czar of Russia he issued orders for
Ibrahim, now in full march towards the capital, to halt. The
orders found Ibrahim at Kutahya and there he halted.

But the Sultan, fearing that Ibrahim and internal rebellion
would imperil his throne, not only accepted Russia's naval
aid, but also asked for a Russian expedition to land at Scutari,
on the Asiatic side of the Sea of Marmora. On February 1833
a Russian squadron of nine ships anchored in the Bosphorus,
opposite Therapia, where the British and French embassies
were. The Sultan must have been aware that to invoke
protection from Russia would lower him in the estimation of
Europe and, above all, of his own subjects. But the passionate
Sultan preferred that to seeing his inveterate enemy planting
his foot on the shores of the Bosphorus. To the remonstrances
of both England and France, the Turkish Minister replied
that "a drowning man will dutch at a serpent 1" "What
signifies the Empire to me?" exclaimed Mahmud in his rage.
"What signifies Constantinople? I would give both to the
man who brought me the head of Mohammed Ali! "x

France and England, who were bound at this time by an
entente, viewed the situation with extreme gravity, England
was a strong upholder of the Ottoman Empire, but France had

1 Guizot, Mtmoires, iv, 50.